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ECRC Advisory Council Meeting
January 30, 2024
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Welcome
Please share you name, organization, 
title, and your go to karaoke song in 

the chat.

Bienvenido
Por favor, comparte tu nombre, 

organización, cargo y su canción de 
karaoke en el chat.



We Have Spanish Interpretation 
Tenemos Interpretación de Español

A Escuchar en Español:

1. Haga click el icono del 
globo

2. Elegir “Spanish”



Agenda

1. Welcome
2. ECRC Executive Committee Update
3. Block Grant Listening Session
4. Partner Updates
5. ECRC Executive Committee Interest
6. Closing Remarks
7. Adjourn



Recently they have: 

● Supported Block Grant Listening 
Session facilitation 

● Reviewed Block Grant Listening 
Session insights & recommendations to 
further surface questions

ECRC Executive Committee

They are meeting next to:

● Finalize the 2023 ECRC synthesis
● Review ECRC Executive Committee 

membership interest
● Support developing a strategic 

framework & action plan to guide the 
work of ECRC



Block Grant Listening Session

Action Timeline

Host first community engagement listening session Dec 12 - 13

Synthesize listening session findings Dec 14 - Jan 10

Share insight report with ECRC Exec Committee Jan 12

ECRC Exec Committee meet to discuss insights + surface questions/concerns Jan 25

City of Chicago discuss findings & possible improvements Jan 19 - 31

City of Chicago finalize funding administration decision Feb 1 - 15

Postponed –  last community engagement session TBD



PARTNER UPDATE

New Arrivals

Jesus Del Toro



Chicago Early Learning

PARTNER UPDATE



































Illinois Department of Children & 
Family Services

Shontée Blankenship  
Edie Washington

PARTNER UPDATE



Chicago Early Learning Workforce 
Scholarship

Sandy De León 

PARTNER UPDATE



ECRC 01.30.2024



WELCOME OUR NEW 
TEAM MEMBER!

Mohammed “Moe” Azaan
CELWS Manager

Guadalupe Valdivia, CELWS 
Manager



APPLICATIONS
2024-25 ACADEMIC YEAR



DAY 1 TAKEAWAYS

◼ Day 1 total submissions (with duplicates removed): 414 applications! 
◼ This number surpassed 2021 and 2022 total submissions, but missed 2023 Day 1 by 8% 

o Day 1 2024: 414
o Day 1 2023: 450
o Day 1 2022: 132
o Day 1 2021: 225

◼ The highest number of applications within 7-hour span came in first 9:00-10:00am hour with total 107 
submissions 

◼ A total 60 applications were submitted in the first 30 minutes, meaning 2 applications were submitted every 
minute! This figure surpassed 2023 submissions.



SUBMISSIONS THROUGH DAY 9



◼ 675 applications submitted through Day 9

◼ 61% reported being employed in a Chicago Early Learning (CEL) program- CBO or CPS
◼ Of those in CEL, 77% reported being employed in CBOs and 23% in CPS

◼ 64% are NOT currently enrolled at a college/university

◼ Combined, 90% of applicants have identified as Black/African-American or Hispanic/Latino@xe

◼ Majority of applications received were for Bachelor’s degree, followed by Associates Degree. 
    (Note: These figures do not take into account actual eligibility for degree. Rerouted #s will be reported soon).

◼ For Bachelor’s Degree applications, 78% were for Degree WITH Licensure



ORIGINAL SUBMISSIONS- PROGRAM/DEGREE SOUGHT

Program or Degree sought Count Percentages
Associate's Degree 227 34%
Bachelor's Degree (Licensure + No 
Licensure) 291 43%

Gateways to Opportunity Credential 59 9%
Alternative Licensure program 48 7%
Subsequent Endorsement to the 
Professional Educator's License 
(PEL)

50 7%

Grand Total 675



IMPACT
HISTORICAL & 2022-23 ACADEMIC YEAR



Fall 
2022

Winter 
2023- NLU

Spring 
2023

Summer 
2023 EOY count

Scholars engaged 531 N/A 483 475 568

New Scholars awarded 153 1 39 2 195

Degrees and/or academic 
pathways earned or completed 
(includes transfers)

97 10 44 15 166

Additional non-degree 
coursework completed to 
upskill or transfer

11 0 3 4 18

Transfer awardees that began 
Bachelor’s degree 15 10 1 2 28

2022-23 ACADEMIC YEAR IMPACT



    Degree/Academic pathway
Associate degree 28 18.92%
Bachelor's degree 35 23.65%
College Certificate 17 11.49%
Masters 2 1.35%
Alternative Licensure program 41 27.70%
Endorsement 25 16.89%
Total 148

GRADUATES/COMPLETERS: 2022-23 ACADEMIC YEAR IMPACT

Endorsements
English as a Second Language 
(ESL) 21

Early Childhood Special Education 
(ECSE) 4

Early Childhood Education (ECE) 41

Licensure
Professional Educator's License 
(Content exam passed) 56



Fall 
2022

Winter 
2023

Spring 
2023

Summer 
2023 EOY count

Roosevelt University 0 0 2 0 2

National Louis University 2 5 6 0 13

University of Illinois at 
Chicago (UIC) 41 0 0 0 41

43 5 8 0 56

PEL EARNERS: 2022-23 ACADEMIC YEAR IMPACT



GATEWAYS CREDENTIAL EQUIVALENCY FOR ACADEMIC PATHWAYS

Gateways Credential equivalency

ECE Level 2 20

ECE Level 3 4

ECE Level 4 13

ECE Level 5 37

FSC Level 2 3

FSC Level 3 1

Gateways Credential equivalency

FSC Level 4 3

FSC Level 5 3

ITC Level 3 1

ITC Level 4 0

ITC Level 5 4







Fall ‘23 term
557 Scholars engaged 
65 degrees earned/academic pathways completed 
13 non-degree coursework completed to upskill/transfer

Fall ‘23 - Spring ‘24 semester of award
204 new scholarships across IHEs 

2023-24 ACADEMIC YEAR



   Total Scholars engaged for term: 557

FALL ‘23 TERM

Associate's  
Child Development Pre-School Education 171
Human Development and Family Studies 14
Social Work Generalist 10
Other/Undecided 40

235

Bachelor's  
Applied Educational Studies 19
ECE - Licensure 133
ECE - non-licensure 14
Infant Toddler Studies 15

181

Certificates  
Child Development Pre-School Education - Advanced 10
Child Development Pre-School Education - Basic 4
Child Development Infant Toddler Studies - Advanced 2
Human Development & Family Studies - Basic 4
Early Childhood Special Education 3
English as a Second Language (ESL) 1

24

ALP  
Alternative Licensure program 78

Coursework only  
Coursework- for transfer/upskilling 39



scholarships@chilearn.org

THANK YOU!

mailto:scholarships@chilearn.org


Chicago Department of Public Health
Madeline Shea

PARTNER UPDATE



ECRC Executive Committee Meeting

CDPH Updates 
Bureau of Maternal, Infant, Child, and Adolescent Health 
(MICAH)
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Family Connects Chicago Updates

Program Updates
• Over 6,066 home visits made to families since launch in spring 2020
• Evaluation of referral connection component in contracting phase
• Next Citywide Advisory Council meeting:  February 29, 10am – noon 

Birthing Hospital Onboarding Update
• Offering services:  Humboldt Park Hospital, St. Anthony, Rush, UChicago Medicine, Mt. 
Sinai Hospital, Swedish Hospital, Roseland Hospital (7 hospitals)
• Winter 2024 launch:  Stroger 
• Spring 2024 launch:  Ascension system, Advocate system (5 hospitals)
• Summer 2024 launch:  UI Health 
• Fall 2024 launch:  Call center (portion of Northwestern patients) 46



Family Connects Chicago Goals

Goals for 2024

•Launch 6 remaining hospitals in the city of Chicago
• Increase citywide reach to 60% 
•Build warm hand off to long-term home visiting programs and identify 
other improvements to ensure successful referral connections
•Secure additional funding to sustain scaling efforts beyond expiration of 
Recovery dollars 
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Other CDPH Updates 
Lead Poisoning Prevention & Healthy Homes Program
• Expanded services anticipated to roll out mid 2024; eligibility up to 140% AMI
•2024 Goals: 
• Launch program expansion by spring; repair at least 203 homes in 2024
• Build stronger interdepartmental collaborations 
• Establish Chicago Department of Public Health Lead Community

Nutrition/WIC Program
• Illinois WIC & Head Start Collaboration Office renewed MOU

• Participating in pilot to mobilize WIC. Services expected to launch spring 2024

• 2024 Goals:
• Achieve 90% of assigned caseload (21k+ households)
• Increase breastfeeding rates, at least 35% exclusivity
• Expand professional development, ensuring at least one IBCLC
• Enhance community outreach efforts 48



Other CDPH Updates
• Maternal child health epidemiology/data reports: Infant Mortality Report in process, expected release in 
mid-2024

• Air Filters: Program under development to distribute air filtration systems to some child care centers
• Vaccines: ECE programs can utilize Chicago CareVan - mobile immunization clinic that offers services at no 
cost at Head Start, child care centers, schools, public housing sites, WIC centers, and community events. 
More information:  
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/cdph/supp_info/clinical_health/immunization_clinics.html 

• Leadership: Dr. Olusimbo Ige started as Commissioner in December 2023
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Contact Information
•WIC Program:  
•Kelsey McGuire, Regional 
Nutrition Coordinator:  
Kelsey.McGuire@cityofchicag
o.org
•Annie Chacko, Regional 
Nutrition Coordinator 
Annie.Chacko@cityofchicago.
org 

• Family Connects Chicago:  
Jessica Wilkerson, Director of 
Program Operations
• Jessica.Wilkerson@cityofchica
go.org

• Lead Poisoning Prevention and 
Healthy Homes:  Sharita Webb, 
Director of Program Operations: 
Sharita.Webb@cityofchicago.or
g 
•312-747-LEAD (5323)

•Madeline Shea, Assistant 
Commissioner
•Madeline.shea@cityofchicago
.org

•MICAH Bureau website, 
Onechifam.org: 
https://www.chicago.gov/city/e
n/sites/onechifam/home.html 
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Mathematica

PARTNER UPDATE



Executive Committee Members are 
responsible for stewarding the work of 
Every Child Ready Chicago (ECRC) 
forward. 

The Executive Committee exists to 
provide strategic leadership and direction 
to ensure  the sustainability of the ECRC 
Advisory Council and that it is meeting its 
purpose and role.

ECRC Executive Committee



ECRC Executive Committee Structure



Eligibility Criteria

To be eligible to participate in the ECRC Executive 
Committee, one must: 

● Have previous experience with ECRC or other 
early childhood related collective impact 
initiatives

● Live or work within the city of Chicago
● Knowledge of and/or experience with 

Chicago’s early childhood programs and 
services 



Member Responsibilities

Key responsibilities of the ECRC 
Executive Committee members are: 

● Serve up to two renewable one 
year terms (average of 5-7 hours 
a month)

● Participate in community events 
and functions held or planned 
by the committee

● Regular attendance at all ECRC 
and Executive Committee’s 
scheduled meetings

● Participate in succession 
planning activities 



Selection Process

1. Submit interest form

2. If there are more 
applicants than 
available seats: 
a. Co-chairs will make 

executive decision on who 
is selected OR

b. Create a “selection 
committee” of volunteers 
to rate applicants via 
rubric to identify final 
members



ECRC Executive Committee
Current Openings & Timeline

Week Feb. 26th

Member 
notification

Feb 20th

Interest form 
closes

Feb 1st

Interest form 
goes live

Current Open Seats:

● 2 CBO's
● 1 Early/Head Start Recipient 
● 1 Philanthropic Partner 



Next Steps

1. Fill out the interest form for the Executive Committee if you are interested
2. Next ECRC Advisory Council meeting will be in March 19, 2024, a meeting 

invitation will be shared soon.

Thank you for joining

Every Child Ready Chicago Advisory Committee Meeting.


