
The
Student
Experience 



Only 1% of 8th graders from mostly low-income
and Black elementary schools were offered a
seat at one of Chicago’s top five selective
enrollment schools over the last three years,
WBEZ found.



Engaging learning experiences
reflecting students’ culture and
identity
Smaller class sizes
Teacher Assistants
Full access to Pre-K
Librarians and library programs

A Better Day 
Fully staffed, engaging, enriching, and joyful

Adequate time for play/ recess
Time to eat tasty, healthy meals
More enrichment options
More extracurriculars/sports
Counselors and SEL
Sufficient collaboration time for
elementary educators



4th Grade - Private School
8:30 - Welcome 
8:45 - Recorder and Singing
8:55 - Spelling, Speech, and Math Games
9:30 - Cross-Content Lessons 
10:30 - Recess and Snack
11:10 -   Spanish
11:50 -  Form Drawing
12:30 - Recess and Lunch
1:20 -   Gardening
1:50 -   Movement and Dance
2:40 -  Chores/Closing of Day
2:55 -  Dismissal

Example Schedules: CPS and a Chicago Private School

8:00 - Breakfast
8:15 -   Literacy
10:15 - Math
11:45 - Recess and Lunch 
12:30 - Social Science
1:00 -   P.E., Art, etc.
2:00 -  Science
2:50 -  Transition/
3:00 -   Dismissal

4th Grade - CPS

(Hemelt et al, 2021)



Students at schools with certified school librarians: 
engage in more inquiry-based learning 
have increased information literacy skills
have increased reading confidence 
report greater reading enjoyment 
do more reading and writing outside of school
achieve higher scores in math and reading 

a Library and Librarian
for Every School!



Early
Childhood 

Expansion of
Bilingual and
Blended Preschool
Programs

Teacher Assistants in
preschool through 3rd
grade

Additional aide in
Blended, Special
Education Preschool

Class sizes and
ratios that enhance
the learning
experience





CPS INCLUSION SPECIAL
EDUCATION PRESCHOOL

PROGAM LOCATIONS



CPS “CLUSTER”
SPECIAL EDUCATION
PRESCHOOL PROGAM

LOCATIONS



Improved application
process with a
collaborative marketing
strategy

The 3 posts CPS made to advertise CPS preschool 



Experiential
Learning







Key Proposals:
2 centrally-funded arts positions in
elementary/ middle school with 350
students or fewer and additional
centrally-funded arts positions for
ever 175 students
Provide for more elective choices at
the Middle School level, made
possible by more centrally funded
positions.

Arts Education & Expanded
elective offerings



Deprioritizing science and other topics can be
counterproductive to raising student-
achievement test scores in reading and math in
the long run, said Christine Royce, a professor of
science education at Shippensburg University in
Pennsylvania.

Studies have demonstrated that having a broader
wealth of general background knowledge is linked
to better reading-comprehension abilities.

Our students need more elective course offerings.

Drilling Math &
Reading      Progress 



Thank
You


