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w Welcome to
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Welcome to RE-VER-BER-ATE 2026, a citywide celebration of student voice, creativity, and
connection!

Across four days, Chicago Public Schools student performers bring the Chicago Cultural
Center to life with original music, dance, theater, and multimedia performance. This festival
is a space to uplift youth expression, amplify emerging artists, and reflect the vibrancy of
our city’s cultural landscape.

Whether you're here to support a performer, explore new art forms, or just take it all
in, we're so glad you're here!

About the Festival

RE-VER-BER-ATE is a celebration of creative expression and student voice, bringing together
young artists from all over Chicago for an unforgettable week of art-making, performing,
and connection.

More than a performance opportunity, RE-VER-BER-ATE is an immersive learning
experience. Students don't just take the stage, they explore new ideas, engage in
collaborative workshops, collaborate in open jam sessions, and connect with professional
artists and peers from across the city!

Set in the heart of downtown at the historic Chicago Cultural Center, the festival invites
students to share their creativity in one of the city’s most iconic venues while discovering
the power of the arts to build community, spark dialogue, and celebrate who they are.



Partners & Sponsors

RE-VER-BER-ATE wouldn't be possible without the incredible support and collaboration of
our partners and sponsors who share our belief in the transformative power of the arts!

We're proud to work alongside an amazing network of arts and culture organizations across
the city. Together, we create a space for students to learn, grow, and share their voices on a
public stage. Special thanks to our festival collaborators, workshop leaders, jam
facilitators, and the talented teaching artists who make this experience so meaningful.
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About the Chicago Cultural Center

Located in the heart of downtown, the Chicago Cultural Center is one of the city’s most
iconic and architecturally stunning public buildings! Originally opened in 1897 as Chicago’s
first central public library, the building has since transformed into a vibrant home for arts,
culture and community connection.

People’s Center

For Cultural & COlumbIa

ContemporaryArts COLLEGE CHICAGO

RE-VER-BER-ATE is proud to bring young artists into this historic venue, not just as visitors,
but as featured performers and creators. With its incredible Tiffany glass domes, grand
staircases, and mosaic walls, the Cultural Center provides an inspiring backdrop for
students to share their voices, celebrate their creativity, and contribute to Chicago’s artistic
legacy.



Exploring the Space

RE-VER-BER-ATE takes over nearly every corner of the Chicago Cultural Center, with
performances, workshops, art-making, and Open Jam sessions unfolding across five floors.
Whether you're heading to a stage to catch a show, jumping into an Open Jam, exploring the
Cultural Center, or browsing the Arts Fair, there’s something inspiring around every corner.

Look for signage and friendly festival staff throughout the building to help guide you. And
don't forget, you can always return to this digital program for directions and details!

Featured Experiences & Exhibitions

Arts Fair

The Arts Fair gives attendees the opportunity to explore interactive activities from local arts
organizations and partners of our festival. This is a great opportunity to connect with
creatives, try something new, and learn about more opportunities and resources rooted in
Chicago.

NEW THIS YEAR: Students can pick up an Arts Fair Activity Card at the Student Programs
table. Visit 6 or more tables throughout your time at the festival, complete activities or
learn about their programs, and collect stamps on your card. Return your completed card to
the Student Programs table to claim your prize! The first 100 participants each day
receive a free REeVER*BERATE 2026 t-shirt designed by student artists! (After t-
shirts are gone, posters are available while supplies last!)

Participating organizations include:
2nd Story

Arts + Public Life

Art in Motion

After School Matters

Bollywood & Culture Groove

CAPE

Columbia College Chicago

CHlArts

Chicago Children’s Theatre




CChicago Cultural Center / DCASE

The Chicago Mosaic School

Chicago Public Library

Gerber/Hart Library & Archives

Girls Rock! Chicago

Griffin MS

Merit School of Music

Northeastern [llinois University Dance
People’s Center for Cultural & Contemporary Arts (PCCC)
Uniting Voices Chicago

Urban Growers Collective

Vandercook College of Music

Open Jam Sessions

This year, our Open Jam takes place on Tuesday, May 5" in Claudia Cassidy Theater from 12-
1PM, and anyone is welcome to join the audience! Performers are invited to join Emcee Andre
Daniels from Columbia College Chicago and his "Songwriting 1" class as they present original
music and support performers in workshopping their ideas into songs of their own!

Workshops

Workshops are 50-minute hands-on creative experiences where participants can learn new
skills or encounter a new creative outlet! All materials are provided. This year our workshops
include Visual Art and Poetry Slam workshops with CPS Teaching Artists, Dance Workshops with
Old Town School of Folk Music, and Improv Workshops with Children’s Theatre Chicago. These
sessions are at capacity and closed to attendees.

All-City Visual Arts Exhibiton

In collaboration with our partners at the Design Museum of Chicago, REeVEReBERATE presents
the All-City Visual Arts Exhibition. This visual arts component showcases exceptional student
work from across the city of Chicago. The museum is open each day of the festival, and is
located across the street at 72 E Randolph. We encourage all festival attendees and performers
to stop by if they have the opportunity.



Chicago Cultural Center Exhibitions & Installations

The Chicago Cultural Center hosts a rotating selection of exhibitions and installations that celebrate the
city’s vibrant artistic landscape and cultural history. During RE-VER-BER-ATE, guests are invited to explore
several thought-provoking exhibits on display throughout the building.

Alberto Aguilar: I just really want to tell you this one thing

Located in the Exhibit Hall, Sidney R. Yates Gallery, 4" floor North

The artist invites visitors into a creative conversation. Explore themes of communication and developing
new ideas together. Check out artworks created by Aguilar's students and his own children in response to
the artist's work.

Uncertain Histories

Located in G.A.R. Hall Cases, 2™ Floor North

GAR Hall was designed as a memorial to the sacrifices of Union Civil War veterans and their families. Today
you can view how veteran artists respond to this never-ending quest to protect our freedoms, acknowledge
our past, and explore our future through “Uncertain Histories".

Tangible Sound: Arrival to a Higher Ground

Located in the Michigan Avenue Galleries, 1* Floor East

Imagine walking inside the thunderous sound of a taiko drum or feeling enveloped by the sinuous sounds of
a saxophone, cello, or bass. What if your body became part of a visual landscape of colors, textures, and
movements that resonated with the bone-tingling sound vibrating in your ears? Step into this sensory and
celebratory experience of jazz art forms that connect, uplift, and transform our human spirit by translating
the power of music into color and movement.

Great Ideas of Humanity: One of a Series

Located in the Landmark Chicago Gallery, 1st Floor West

What does a "great idea” look like? Contemporary artists borrow techniques from commercial artists to
create posters that advertising “great ideas” instead of products. They embrace the goal of the Chicago
Design Museum to make the world a better place through thoughtful design.

The Buddy Store

Located near the Learning Lab

What is Buddy? It is a shop that celebrates local creativity! Everything inside is made by Chicago artists and
small businesses. You can even buy a post card of a photo collage created by CPS student artists in the Learning
Lab through a partnership with Shine On, Chicago! We warmly welcome small groups with chaperones to enter
across from the Learning Lab. Check us out!

Please note that exhibition dates and locations are subject to change. For the most current information, we
recommend checking in at the Information Desk during your visit.




























































